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A walk centred on the Gardon river and
its history of floods between Saumane
and L'Estréchure.

Deep in the Borgne valley, enjoy a short circuit
around the Gardon river. Despite its tranquil
appearance, its riverbed has seen much water
flow past, some of it furiously memorable. As
you pass from the adret (sunny side) to the ubac
(shaded side), you will also be able to gauge the
extent to which humans have shaped the
Cévenol landscape whilst adapting to it.

Useful information

Practice : Pédestre

Duration : 2 h 45

Length : 7.9 km

Trek ascent : 390 m

Difficulty : Easy

Type : Boucle

Themes : Histoire et culture, Eau
et géologie

Goats’ Bridge
Gard 

Le village de saumane et sa rivière (Nathalie Thomas) 
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Trek

Departure : Saumane
Arrival : Saumane
Markings :  Balisage jaune et mobilier
signalétique 
Cities : 1. Saumane

Altimetric profile

Min elevation 301 m Max elevation 495 m

Signposts will guide you all along this route. In the description below, the signposted
place names and/or directions are given in bold italics between quotation marks:

From “Saumane” village square, walk towards “CHÂTEAU DE L’HOM” via “Pont
de Saumane”.

At “Pont de Saumane”, cross the river towards “Cabrijoule”.
At the signpost “Cabrijoule”, go right towards “CHÂTEAU DE L’HOM”.
Before the entrance to the campsite, at the signpost “CHÂTEAU DE L’HOM”,
turn right towards “La Bécédelle”.
At the entrance to “La Bécédelle”, turn right towards “Saumane” and join
the D907 road.
At the road, turn left to return to the village and the car park.

1. 
2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 
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On your path...

 Saumane (A)  Cabrigoule (B) 
 Cévenol episodes and gardonnades

(C) 
 Château de L’Hom (D) 
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All useful information

 Advices 

NB: The return leg is on the D907 road.

Make sure your equipment is appropriate for the day’s weather conditions.
Remember that the weather changes quickly in the mountains. Take enough
water, wear sturdy shoes and put on a hat. 

How to come ? 

Transports

liO est le Service Public Occitanie Transports de la Région Occitanie/ Pyrénées-
Méditerranée. Il permet à chacun de se déplacer facilement en privilégiant les
transports en commun. lio.laregion.fr
(pendant la période scolaire)

Access

From St-Jean-du-Gard, take the D907 towards St-André-de-Valborgne via
L’Estréchure and then Saumane.

Advised parking

Saumane village square
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Source

CC Causses Aigoual Cévennes Terres Solidaires 

http://www.caussesaigoualcevennes.fr/ 

Parc national des Cévennes 

http://www.cevennes-parcnational.fr/ 

 Information desks 

Tourism & national parc'house
Col de la Serreyrède, 30570 Val d'Aigoual

maisondelaigoual@sudcevennes.com
Tel : 04 67 82 64 67
https://www.sudcevennes.com

Accessibility : Accessible aux personnes
à mobilité réduite sur les trois niveaux du
bâtiment (ascenseur)

Tourism office Mont Aigoual Causses
Cévennes, Saint-André-de-Valborgne
les quais, 30940 Saint-André-de-
Valborgne

standredevalborgne@sudcevennes.com
Tel : 04 66 60 32 11
https://www.sudcevennes.com
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On your path...

 Saumane (A) 

Centrally located in the Vallée Borgne, Saumane suffered
heavily during the conflicts between Camisards and the King’s
troops in 1703. The village and its outlying hamlets were
pillaged and burnt, the villagers deported. In the 18th and 19th
centuries, the Golden Age of silkworm farming, Saumane was
resplendent again. It had two silk spinning mills and about 500
inhabitants. 
During World War II, Saumane was a support centre for the
Cevenol Resistance.
Today, its inhabitants focus their energy on nature discovery
and sustainable tourism.

Attribution : Nathalie Thomas

 Cabrigoule (B) 

The land register of 1663 has toponymic traces of cabri in the
Occitan expression cabrigoule, which could be translated as
“goat ravine”.

Attribution : Gabin Lasherme

 Cévenol episodes and gardonnades (C) 

  Flooding is a recurrent phenomenon in the Cévennes,
including in the Borgne valley. Catastrophic inundations have
been recorded since 1295, especially in 1790, 1826, 1848,
1890/1891, 1900, 1907, 1958 and 2002. In the most recent
flood to date, on 19 September 2020, the villages of the Borgne
and Valleraugue valleys were hit hard.

The sea is about a hundred kilometres away, and the south
wind (the marin), pushes clouds full of water towards the
Cévenol massifs where, depending on circumstances, they can
cause violent storms. The Cévennes mountains are steep,
making the rain run off into the torrents. The Gardon river
below swells impetuously in a few hours, displacing a lot of
matter and ripping out vegetation.

Attribution : Gabin Lasherme
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 Château de L’Hom (D) 

Originally, the name of L'Hom indicates that an elm tree – the
tree of justice – was planted outside the building. The massive
square building is first mentioned in 1405. It has had a long
painful history, emblematic of the Wars of Religion. The château
was home to a garrison until 1767, when it was bought a family
of industrialists, the Teissonnières. In the summer of 1944, it
was the HQ of the general staff of the French Forces of the
Interior (united Resistance units) of the Gard and lower Lozère,
under the authority of Commandant Audibert.

The association L’Enfance Ouvrière subsequently bought it to
turn it into a holiday colony. It is now a campsite. 

Attribution : Nathalie Thomas
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